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Dear Sir 

 

The Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill    

I understand that the this draft Bill will shortly be discussed by the Scottish 
Parliament and that comments on the Bill have been invited.   I am writing to you to 
express my concerns about the Bill and to urge its abandonment even at this late 
stage. 

I was born and brought up in Scotland.   I have three degrees from the University of 
St Andrews - BSc, PhD, DSc - and I am a Fellow of the Royal Academy.    I have 
spent my career in England working in senior capacities for industry and 
Government.   I will always be grateful that my excellent Scottish education  has 
allowed me to follow a very successful career. 

In my view this Bill place Scotland's Higher Education system in serious jeopardy. 

Parliamentary Bills ought to address and rectify problems, but in this case I see no 
problem that requires rectification.   The Scottish education system is spoken about 
in glowing terms, and the Universities perform very well in comparison tables.   
Indeed, St Andrews is third in the UK league table.   This proposed legislation can 
only damage this enviable position.    

Universities must be autonomous and free from political interference at the whim of 
whichever party forms the government.   Universities benefit greatly from public 
money and I accept that there needs to be accountability, but this Bill is a clear threat 
to the existing autonomy.    

St Andrews performs well in the international market with many of its students 
coming from overseas.   They come because of the University's reputation and the 
quality of its teaching and research.   The Bill puts this at risk unnecessarily.    

There is more than a hint of social engineering in these proposals with the aim of 
unjustifiable standardisation.   Inevitably overall standards will be reduced, 
particularly for those institutions which perform best. 

The Bill will damage St Andrews, the Scottish Higher education system and 
ultimately Scotland itself.   It should be abandoned forthwith. 

I am copying this letter to the General Council Business Committee of St Andrews, 
and to Professor Dame Ann Dowling, DBE FREng FRS, President of the Royal 
Academy of Engineering. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 



 

 

David J Buchanan 

 


